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1I4 SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

DR. TERRY BERGESON OLYMPIA WA 98504-7200

OPPNo. D96-06-101

AGREED ORDEROF
SUSPENSION

COMESNOW theOffice of Superintendentof Public InstructionOSPI, underthe

Findings of Fact

IN THE MATTER OFTHE EDUCATION
CERTIFICATEOF

ROBERTD. SHAW
CertificateNo. 271799R

authority grantedby the laws ofthe stateof Washington,having reviewedthe file ofthe above-

referencedcase,andhaving consideredthe entireevidencecontainedtherein,doeshereby

suspendtheWashingtoneducationcertificate,No. 271799R,of RobertD. Shaw,for a minimum

oftwenty-four24 months,basedon the Findings ofFact and Conclusionsof Law set forth

below:

1. RobertD. Shawwas issuedWashingtonEducationCertificate,No. 271799R, on March

21, 1986. RobertD. Shawcurrentlyholdsa valid ContinuingTeacherCertificate.

2. RobertD. Shawwasemployedasa teacherby the EllensburgSchoolDistrict during the

1995/96schoolyear.

3. On or aboutJune10, 1996, the Office of the Superintendentof Public Instruction

receiveda letter from the Superintendentof the EllensburgSchoolDistrict allegingan actof

unprofessionalconduct,by RobertD. Shaw.

4. On oraboutJune4, 1996, the Superintendentof the EllensburgSchoolDistrict issueda

NoticeofProbableCauseto terminatetheemploymentof RobertD. Shawciting unprofessional

and/orinappropriatephysicalcontactwith a student.
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5. On oraboutFebruary20, 1997, RobertD. Shawenteredinto a settlementagreementwith

theEllensburgSchoolDistrict. RobertD. Shawdismissedhis terminationappealand resigned

from theEllensburgSchoolDistrict in exchangefor a monetarysettlement.

6. RobertD. Shawadmits andacknowledgesthat on at leastoneoccasionhe engagedin

inappropriateconversationandphysicalcontactwith a femalestudentoutsidetheboundariesof a

normalstudent/teacherrelationship.RobertD. Shawadmitsand acknowledgesthathis conduct

wasinappropriateandunprofessional.

7. Goodmoralcharacterandpersonalfitness is a continuingrequirementto maintaina

Washingtoneducationcertificate.

Conclusions of Law

1. The Office of theSuperintendentof Public InstructionOSPI hasjurisdictionover

RobertD. Shawandover thesubjectmatterof this action.

2. OSPI hasshownby clearandconvincingevidencethat Washingtoneducationcertificate,

No. 271799R,of RobertD. Shaw,shouldbe suspendedasprovidedfor in WAC 180-86-070.

3. Robert D. Shaw has violated WashingtonAdministrative Code WAC 180-86, and

WAC 180-87,

ORDER

THEREFORE,it is herebyorderedand agreedthat the Washingtoneducationcertificate,

No. 271799R,of RobertD. Shaw be suspendedfor twenty-four24 months. The effective date

ofthis Ordershall be May 26, 2001.
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Reinstatementshall require: 1 submissionof a new application,providedby the Office

of ProfessionalPracticesand usedonly by the Office of ProfessionalPractices;2 an evaluation

by a clinical psychologistto determinethat Robert D. Shaw understandsthe boundariesof a

student/teacherrelationshipand is not a threator dangerto students;3 RobertD. Shawsubmit

his fingerprints to be checked by both the Federal Bureau of InvestigationFBI and the

WashingtonStatePatrolWSP.

DATED thisO dayoi9 2001.

Dr. Terry Bergeson

Superintendentof Public Instruction

Stateof Washington

Stipulatedto andapproved Thomas J. eli’’

For entry; noticeofpresentation Deputy Supeeit

Waived: GeneraIininistration& Operations

Robert D. Shaw, Respondent

Kevan T. Montoya, Attorneyfor 11ondent
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