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As you read my thaughts now, you are no longer here with me, but always know that
Temorrow is the new moen, and you will be missed because your seat will be empty.” It will
remain empty for it can only be resarved far you. | accaﬁt thig fact with sadness, but as the
depih of sadnaess enters my heart, | know your move to is a siap forward for you, and so
| rejoice at the same time. Still 11ind myself sitting and asking myself why this had to happen.
Uniil the answaer Is revealed though, | will be encouraged by the words whispered to my heart;
ryou will not ba alone, for TR w!I always be with you; though he is far away and you are here
to slay, you wiil not be aione.” | will be with you, oo, my friend, and even though lime and
space geparata us, you will always be in my heart. Whisper three words in the wind and I'll
always be there for you.

A separation such as ours has happened only onca before in my life. it was not 8asy then
and | think 1 is even more difficult now. 8ut | will persevera because God is with me. | know
somelimes lately | have been & real royal pain In the butt (always wanting to be with you ), but it
was like | wanted lo gain every last moment wilh you that t.could. 1 apologize for this, for taking
up time perhaps You wishad lo have spent with others...] hope that ona day this witi make more
sanse to you, that you will understand why { have gifflculty putting all this Into words
now...perhaps read this again years down the road... :

As | trace over my séanerad thoughts, | think of yesterday. Do you remembe'rrwhem and

when our relalionship all began? You were a bright and energetic sixtean year old setting into
the atmosphere of my English classroom. Something scon connected batween the two of us and

" we were talking aboul non-academic topics. Remember | talked about calling you at home--you

didn't think | would...then it happenad. Your mather answaered the telephone and you and | began
talking. As | recall, you asked your mom to leave the room while wa conversed about things in
general but gpecifically about the means and mannars of getiing closer to girs. Time passad by
and you were lrequenting my home helping with chores --you worked dillgently, never
complaining and always willing to go out of your way lo lend a helping hand--{'l never lorget your
kindness. Wood fo be stacked, rocks lo be picked, carpet to be removed, walls lo be painted;
and then the days of helping me with soccar and basketball; the evenings of playing one v ona;
cleaning the church at ridiculous hours; cards, chess, paint balling, the batling cage, softball
games; track and the push for state; ping-pong, pool, gol', snowmobiling; movies, bawling,
basketball games, the Sonics and the Mariners; ek SR - *C-an | get & cold glass of
water?®;, overnighters al your house--late night talks and even talks in your sleep; drive-bys
(i.e., TH® and * broakfasts, lunches { K's, Sals Chang’s, Zoopas, King Wa's etc.)},
dinners; wrestling and hersing around: dirt biking and tickets, rides 10" —sa many things
to paint pictures of. | shall cherish these memaries forever. | think i am close enough to you.

now, Wi that sometimes ‘I think I hear your prayers-and thoughts, and then { lie awske
thinking about you...somelimes:in sadness, sometimes in happiness; sormetimes concemed,
somalimes worried, but always confident. You have a level head on your shoulders and a strong
beiief fn our Savior. These two things alone will enable you to be very successiul: Bul you have
many other attributes that compiement your sensibility and falth~courage, kindneas, strength
physicafly and emotionally, loyalty, a sensé of humor, intelligence, morals, standards, integrity,

honor—and many more.

k. ghava a very bonafide and important luture ahsad of you. Please nurture it weil.
Don't forget He will persevere also, bul this change Is difficult for him (as | know it must be
for you). But as you embark towards new and exciting adveniures with new close and dear
triends , @i will be slone. | dan't share this lo burden you but to try and help 6o | can walch the
two of you hold on to something very praclous- a youlhful friendship that could last for & litetima
aven though space may keep you apart somewhal. You ate more skillful (talentad, teo) at doing
il still leaming. Write ta him invite him over (o de things—coma over when you can to
spend just time with him. The oW having a cabin nearby should asaist in this endeavor and
it will give the W and yourself a break from oach other, too-~Something that will help fo keap
thal relationship healthy and growing. | give you a lot of credit, P, because you have thick
skin; yel ! know urdemeath you hurt soms, foo. You have made a good cholce; | lnow you will
work ditigentfy to try and make It work. However, If God decides you should return, be careful not
to let your pride stand in the way. Whatever your decision becames. | wili support you 110%;
pleasa always remembor that.
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