The Elwha River: vision of a restored ecosystem

When the dams were constructed, they disabled what was once a chaotic, noisy, life-filled river. The salmon could no longer swim upriver to spawn.
Trees were no longer nourished by the nitrogen-rich remains of salmon dragged into the woods by predators and scavengers. Eagles and otters dwindled
in the upper reaches. Restoring the river and watershed is a complicated process that could take as long as 100 years.
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% PROCESSES: Speed, temperature
Dams slow river currents, allowing water
to heat and reach sometimes lethal

temperatures for cold-water fish like
salmon. The natural, free-flowing river
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for salmon during the first 10 years of dam
removal, when the river is flushing out heavy
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PROCESSES: Woody debris
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