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Dear Dr. YVarmus:

Thae NIH has 8 long and distinguished reacord of bungling
investigationa of scientific misconduct. Thia is also rrue of
its probe inkoe actiwvities at the Fred Futchinson Cancer Centar.

Or. Puglisi‘e reporc on this matter repeatedly and wrongly
skabtes that che IRE could have stopped any dangerous FHIRC
clinical protocols. That is the problem, Qur IRE simply did not
have the power —o do so. Ignoring other isgumss, who would have
carried out IEB decisions? The IRB had no execubkive arm, and the
two most powsrful pecpid at Lhe FHCRC were cpposed to ils
recommendaticns: Dr. Thomas® memo of 10/14/93 recorded but cne of
his many strong objections to TRB intecrference while FHCRC
Direcbar Dr. RobeIb Day repeatedly refused to act an IRE
raquedkbs. AL a 1/17/84 meeting with Dr. Day, Dr. Eaplan and I
tried co etep the woret of thase protocols, but wera gwsrruled.
When Dr. Kaplan contacted the NIE for advice, chey had nome,

The FHCEC IRE was charged with protecting patients involied
in medical research, yer it larked an execurive arm, lacked che
support of the FECRC, lackerd ACCceEss ©o neceseary information, and
lacked protection for icE mwemhere. FHCOEC manpagement successiully
engaged in a muleticude of self-serving acriviries to prevent itg
IRE from performing ite funotion. The rasult was che avoidable
deathe of 10+ patients. As an IRE committes mamber and an
attending phyesician on the transplant service, I gaw this happen.
Patient deaths and the maltimilliecn dollar cenflict of interear
problem which I cited are merely eymptoms of the blgger problem
of failure to protect patients involved in clinical research.

The MIH's handling of this matter suggests that it was
afraid of finding scmeathing, and the profound apathy of thoee at
the top to wmisconduct in the rfiald helps to explain why such
prebleme awise,. I leawe you with che wordo of Alberl Einascelin:
"The world is a dangerous place to live in not bacause of thoss
whe do evil but bacauge cof those who watgh and lat it happen.”
Thank you.

Sincerely,
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L{:}RUJ

B A LLDEEURIUE - . WWET-R ¢ 9B-20-D1 M.



